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Moraga digs its way out  ... continued from page A1

Everyone on the dais and staff 
chimed in, saying that different 
people have said different things, 
but that the number of homes sold 
in Moraga stays high with amounts 
in line with surrounding communi-
ties.
 Korpus also wondered if it 
would not be wiser to keep the 
emergency active in case the re-
imbursements do not come in as 
scheduled, and the town is faced 

with another catastrophic incident. 
The town manager responded that 
the council could then re-declare 
the emergency if it felt it needed 
to seek voters’ approval outside 
of the normal voting cycle to get 
additional funding. She noted that 
this had been the motivation for the 
declaration in the fi rst place, but 
that the town never elected to use 
that possibility.
 Korpus said that the council 

should refl ect in the future about 
the pertinence of the choice that 
was made in July, not because of 
its technicality or because it had 
an impact on the town’s credit rat-
ing – which it did not – but because 
of the impact it had on the public’s 
opinion and the trust it placed in the 
town’s management.
 The council members unani-
mously agreed to rescind the dec-
laration of emergency.

 Miramonte
First-year science teacher Chrissie 
Orangio runs the garden in con-
nection with a semester-long Hor-
ticulture class. “One of the chief 
goals is to create outdoor spaces 
so students can learn outside of the 
classroom,” she says.  Her class is 
asked to design a space based on 
community needs and to learn how 
to grow food in a small amount of 
space.
 Orangio is no stranger to glob-
al environmental concerns, having 
worked in South Africa and as a 
GSE coordinator.
 The fi rst semester class cre-

ated an outdoor classroom where 
a previous garden struggled to 
take shape. They added several 
fruit trees to the ones already 
there, trimmed the grape vines and 
other established plants, and built 
benches to allow classes to use the 
space. 
 The spring semester task is to 
build one piece of a mindfulness 
garden that will leave a mark on 
the school. Some ideas include art 
and murals in the garden, learning 
about herbs and medicinal uses 
of plants, and a zen garden. The 
group is also adding a greenhouse 
in the near future. 

 A drawback is lack of sign-
ups for next year’s Horticulture 
class. “The class was canceled,” 
says Orangio, “but the Garden 
Club will continue running it after 
school and weekends, along with 
GSE.”
 Campolindo
 Although Campolindo doesn’t 
have a class responsible for the 
garden, science teacher and ad-
visor Jane Kelson says, “Of the 
four high schools in the district, 
we have the most active and larg-
est club.” Fellow science teachers 
Tren Kauzer and Roxanna Jack-
man help out.
 They meet at lunch and after 
school on Thursdays, with a main 
core of 10-20 students. Unlike the 
others, their garden area is sepa-
rated from the campus by the large 
student parking lot.
 “It’s therapeutic for them to 
be in the garden,” says Kelson. 
“It gets them off their phones and 
talking while working. Some great 
conversations happen out here.”
 Seedlings grow in the green-
house donated by the Rotary Club, 
and an aquaponic system will soon 
be installed. The group grew fava 
beans over the winter and then 
ground them up into a nitrogen-
rich amendment for the raised 
beds.
 Kelson, a veteran teacher, 
speaks enthusiastically about the 

program: “We love it. It’s the stu-
dents’ space. We’re less worried 
about a perfect garden than a per-
fect learning place.”
 The garden is student-run and 
designed. A pair of students par-
ticularly stand out: Kelsey Le-
vante helped write and obtain a 
grant from Allied Waste, and John 
Stepp built raised beds as part of 
his Eagle Scout project. The club’s 
efforts with recycling – their three-
bin system greatly increased the 
diversion rate from 6 to 38 per-
cent – won prize money from the 
AUHSD.
 Acalanes
James Poling, a fi rst-year science 
teacher at AHS, inherited the gar-
den project and the Environmen-
tal Science class that would use 
it as their “lab.” Poling, a Mira-
monte grad, has a bachelor’s de-
gree in biology, with a minor in 
chemistry from UC Davis.
 The raised beds were in disre-
pair and gophers had invaded the 
garden area. “I want to return the 

garden to its former glory,” says 
Poling. “I’m proud of us rebuild-
ing seven raised beds so far with 
recycled wood and solving the ro-
dent problem with gopher wire.”
 Poling has a small but active 
group of students, and is looking 
for other people willing to help, 
mentioning Girl Scouts and Eagle 
Scouts and looking to the Lafay-
ette Masters Gardening Associa-
tion.
 “I’m optimistic about where 
we’re going, but realistic about 
this being a rebuilding year,” ad-
mits Poling. “I’m happy to be here 
and look forward to harvesting 
food to donate to the Food Bank.”
 Jessica Glover, a student in the 
Environmental Science class, said, 
“I like getting outside and enjoy 
learning how plants grow.” She 
hopes to do a garden at home with 
her father.
 Perhaps this is the solution for 
the future: Growing a garden with 
your family using methods learned 
in your high school curriculum.

Learning farm to table techniques ... continued from page A1

A painted welcome sign will greet visitors to the Miramonte garden. 
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